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Sept. 28: On behalf of the opposition coalition, Command for the No, Patricio Aylwin called on the
military to respect the plebiscite results and urged Chileans to remain calm. Aylwin, president of
the Christian Democrat party, said the coalition had "well-founded fears" that the government
would seek an excuse to halt the plebiscite at the last minute or would distort or delay the results.
Surrounded by leaders of the 15 other parties in the Command, Aylwin said, "We are worried
that, faced with the probability of a `no' victory, the government or ultra-rightist groups, will cause
violence at the last minute that will serve as a pretext to avoid the plebiscite," he said. "We are
fully aware that Chile is passing through a crucial and delicate moment," he said, urging people
"to stay calm and not let themselves by frightened or provoked... "In case the government will not
recognize the triumph of the no, we will count on popular backing. We will call for massive peaceful
actions, we will use all the legal means available, and we will appeal to international conscience and
institutions of great prestige, such as the churches and masonic groups." He said that as soon as
the results were known, and assuming the opposition won, he would reiterate his call to the armed
forces for direct negotiations to bring about a "peaceful and orderly transition." The coalition has a
plan to try and persuade military leaders to amend the constitution before competitive presidential
and congressional elections are held. They would also like to advance the presidential elections,
which under current law would be held in December 1989, so as to prevent a power vacuum. Oct.
1: Chilean opposition groups concluded their campaign against a "yes" vote for Gen. Augusto
Pinochet in the Oct. 5 plebiscite with a huge rally in Santiago. Estimates of the crowd were in the
hundreds of thousands. Police presence was reportedly kept to a minimum. The crowd waved
banners, cheered and sang from the vast collection of songs written for the anti-Pinochet campaign,
among them "Chile Says No," "The Imperial Waltz of the No," and "Happiness is a Rainbow." The
rainbow is a symbol of the Command for the No. The rally was the culmination of a march that
began nine days ago when columns of young people set out for Santiago from Arica, some 1,400
miles north of the capital, and Puerto Montt, 700 miles to the south. Traveling by car, bus, truck and
at times on foot, they and other groups that set out from intermediate points passed through more
than 40 towns. (See Chronicle 09/27/88.) Command executive secretary Genaro Arriagada predicted
that 2.5 million people would participate in a series of opposition rallies throughout the country.
This number would represent slightly more than a third of the country's 7.4 million registered
voters. At the airport in Santiago, Chilean authorities refused permission for Spanish singer Juan
Manuel Serrat to leave the plane on which he arrived from Madrid. Serrat was a member of a
foreign delegation planning to observe the plebiscite. The singer has written and performed songs
about repression in Chile under Pinochet. In a televised statement, Pinochet said that to vote "no"
in the plebiscite does not represent a vote for democracy. Instead, said the general, if the "no" wins,
"marxist sectors" would capture the presidency in a competitive election. Oct. 2: Foreign Minister
Ricardo Garcia denounced what he described as "intervention in Chile's domestic affairs" by foreign
observers arriving in the country to observe the Oct. 5 plebiscite. This statement was prepared in
part to comment on the official decision to refuse the Spanish singer Serrat permission to enter the
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country. He also stated that foreigners who chose to participate in demonstrations or in other ways
intervened in Chilean domestic affairs, would be dealt with by the authorities. (Basic data from New
York Times, 09/29/88, 10/02/88; AFP, AP, 10/01/88)
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